He had a delicate tuneable Voice, and had good skill. His
father instructed him. He had an Organ in his howse; he
played on that most. Of a very cheerfull humour. He would
be chearfull even in his Gowte-fitts, and sing.
He had a very good Memorie ; but I believe that his excellent
Method of thinking and disposing did much to helpe his
Memorie.
His widowe haz his picture, drawne very well and like,
when a Cambridge-schollar, which ought to be engraven ; for
the Pictures before his bookes are not at all like him.
His exercise was chiefly walking. He was an early riser
(sciL at 4 a clock mane) yea, after he lost his sight. He had a
to read to him. The first thing he read was the Hebrew
bible, and that was at 4 h. mane, \ h. plus.   Then he contemplated.
At 7 his man came to him again, and then read to him again,
and wrote till dinner ; the writing was as much as the reading.
His daughter, Deborah, could read to him in Latin, Italian
and French, and Greeke. Maried in Dublin to one Mr* Clarke
(sells silke, etc.) very like her father. The other sister is Mary,
more like her mother.
After dinner he used to walke 3 or four houres at a time
(he always had a Garden where he lived) went to bed about 9.
Temperate man, rarely dranke between meales. Extreme
pleasant in his conversation, and at dinner, supper, etc. ; but
SatyricalL (He pronounced the letter R (littera canina) very
hard — a certain e signe of a Satyricall Witt—froa? John Dreyden.}
All the time of writing his Paradise Lost, his veine began
at the Autumnall Aequinoctiall, and ceased at the Vernall or
thereabouts (I believe about May) and this was 4 or 5 yeares
of his doeing it. He began about 2 yeares before the King came-
in, and finished about three yeares after the King's restauracion.
In the 4th bpoke of Paradise Lost there are about six verses
of Satan's Exclamation to the Sun, which Mr. E. Philips
remembers about 15 or 16 yeares before ever his Poem was
thought of, which verses were intended for the Beginning of
a Tragoedie which he had designed, but was diverted from it
by other businesse.
He was visited much by the learned ; more then lie did
desire. He was mightily importuned to goe into France and
Italic. Foraigners came much to see him, and much admired
him, and offer'd to him great preferments to come over to them ;
and the only inducement of severall foreigners that came over
into England, was chiefly to see Olivet Protector, and Mr.
John Milton ; and would see the hous and chamber wher he
was borne. He was much more admired abrode then at home.
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